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A man of vision and generosity. 
 
George Alexander’s life story is an extraordinary tale of achievement in the 
face of great odds and it exemplifies the ethos that has helped build Australia.  
George Alexander was born in London in 1910, and after a childhood of great 
hardship in England, he came to Australia in 1926 under the Big Brother 
Movement to make a better life for himself.   
 
He was sent to work on soldier settlement farms in western Victoria, and 
faced the adversity of the depression years with resilience and 
resourcefulness, learning many skills including ploughing with an eight-horse 
team.  He had a natural aptitude for mechanics and qualified as a motor 
mechanic before moving to Geelong to work.  He enrolled in evening classes 
in mechanics and management at the Gordon Institute, and later became a 
lecturer. During the Second World War he worked as a production engineer in 
munitions factories in Geelong and Melbourne. He studied Industrial 
Management and Executive Training at RMIT, as well as teaching 
engineering subjects.  
 
After the war, he set up a factory to manufacture his inventions, a system of 
brass hose fittings.  He called his host fitting business “Neta”. The business 
flourished and became well known in the 1960’s with its “Happy Pappy” 
advertising campaign. 
 
Following the sale of the business in the early 1970’s he spent the last third of 
his life ‘giving back’ to the community. George Alexander always had the 
attitude to money and possessions that you do not really own them, ‘you’re 
just minding them’.  He felt that his belief ‘frees up your thinking about how 
you deal with money’, and was central to the development of his philanthropy. 
 
The George Alexander Foundation was established in 1972.  Sir Roger 
Darvall, a Governor of The Ian Potter Foundation, inspired George with the 
idea of using his wealth to create a permanent philanthropic foundation.  
George Alexander arranged for the Governors of The Ian Potter Foundation to 
become trustees and administrators of his Foundation. 
 
The initial gift to establish the Foundation was $30,000. Many further gifts 
from George Alexander, together with capital growth have seen the corpus of 
the Foundation grow accordingly.  Annual giving from the Foundation has 
risen to around $750,000. 
 
In line with George’s great interests, the Foundation in recent years has 
focused on assisting young people fulfil their educational goals and on 
addressing environmental problems.  George Alexander liked the idea of 
‘planting seeds and hoping they grow into pretty big trees’.  This concept 
inspired the direction of the education program.  The George Alexander 
Foundation Scholarship Program was established in 2002 and by the end of 

 



2007 there was a George Alexander Foundation Scholarship Program in 
every state on mainland Australia. To date there are 300 George Alexander 
Foundation Scholars and Fellows at an investment of over $2 million. 
 
The environment and conservation objectives of the Foundation reflected 
George Alexander’s own desire to repair the damage that has been done to 
the natural environment since 1788. Even at the age of 97, George was very 
active and in accordance with his great interest in the environment was taking 
steps to promote the future development of his property along environmentally 
sustainable development principles. 
 
In the Australia Day Honours for 2004, George Alexander’s generous 
philanthropy was recognized when he was appointed a member of the Order 
of Australia (AM), for service to the community through philanthropy. 
 
George was a private man, who lived modestly and never sought public 
recognition.  In 2006 The George Alexander Foundation commissioned and 
published a biography of George Alexander, written by historian Dr Peter 
Yule.  Dr Yule says “George Alexander is quiet, modest and self-effacing. He 
has always been reluctant to talk about his past … Fortunately he was 
persuaded to write the story of his early life …. a self-made man whose 
experiences inspired a wish to help others, his life was an uplifting example of 
success against great odds”. 
 
In May 2007, George Alexander was named Gordon Institute of TAFE 
Outstanding Alumni of 2007, in recognition of his lifetime of achievements, his 
contributions to the community and his connection to the Gordon Institute. 
 
George Alexander’s generosity and vision will continue to make a positive 
contribution to our community for many years to come. George Alexander 
believed that philanthropy is something that needs to be encouraged and he 
hoped that his example would show others that it can be enjoyed while you 
are still around to see it happen and would inspire others to become actively 
involved in philanthropy.  “It’s not clever to hold onto it until the last minute, 
and I am sure you cannot take it with you when you leave”. 
 
The Governors of The George Alexander Foundation 


